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Executive Summary 
 

The project results described in this report focus on Nez Perce Tribe members’ environmental and 

cultural experiences associated with the Clearwater Basin, which includes the Clearwater Middle Fork, 

North Fork, South Fork, Selway, and Lochsa Rivers. This area comprises lands and uses secured in the 

Treaty of 1855 which the Nez Perces have inhabited and used for many generations prior to westward 

migration and settlement. The survey respondents are enrolled members of the Nez Perce Tribe who 

have an inherent stake in and responsibility for the protection of the Aboriginal territory laid out in the 

Treaty of 1855.  The US Highway 12 corridor has been used as an access way for the Nimiipuu2 and 

other Indian Tribes for years and is part of the history and culture of Indigenous peoples in the Pacific 

Northwest.  We review both data collected via survey questionnaires as well as information gained via 

in-depth interviews with tribe members for rich descriptions of Nimiipuu livelihoods in the Clearwater 

Basin. This is an important time to pay attention to Nimiipuu experiences and views as Idaho considers 

additional commercial development of the tribe’s ancestral territories. Past studies conducted 

examining residents’ perspectives of land use in the Clearwater Basin have sampled research 

participants in ways that do not present a full or coherent picture of Nimiipuu experiences, values, and 

concerns, an important set of considerations given the Nez Perce Tribe’s leading role in resource 

stewardship and management in the region. The project’s intent is to illuminate the distinct 

relationship Nez Perce have with this region’s lands and waters, and to emphasize how the Highway 12 

corridor and its component ecosystems constitute an important part of the traditional hunting, fishing 

and gathering rights of the Nimiipuu. Results from our study provide further context for many tribe 

members’ reluctance to support further commercial development in the region.  

Some of the key findings in the report include, 

o A large proportion of Nimiipuu report that the environmental health of the rivers in the Clearwater 

Basin remains at least somewhat healthy. 

o About one-third of Nimiipuu respondents, though, think the environmental health of the Middle 

Fork and North Fork of the Clearwater is not very healthy or not at all healthy. 

o When looking at different aspects of environmental health (for example, soil, water, or fish), 44% 

of Nimiipuu reported concerns about traditional plant populations, citing commercial harvesting, 

industrial activities, and chemical use among the major activities negatively affecting these plants.  

o Another 38.5% of Nimiipuu respondents expressed concern about the preservation of culturally 

significant areas, reporting vandalism, road access, and construction as ongoing negative impacts. 

o Three-quarters of Nimiipuu respondents reported that ancestral history and family traditions in the 

Clearwater Basin are very important to them and their families. 

o Over two-thirds of Nimiipuu respondents reported fishing, hunting, and enjoying nature as very 

important to them and their families. 

                                                           
2 Throughout this report we alternate between using Nez Perce Tribe and the tribe’s own word for themselves “Nimiipuu”. 
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o The Clearwater Basin is a major contributor to Nimiipuu sustenance and traditions: 64% of 

Nimiipuu respondents reported that they depend on harvesting food and other resources from the 

Clearwater Basin. 

o A diverse range of game, fish, birds, plants, mushrooms, and moss continue to be harvested by 

Nimiipuu members in the Clearwater Basin. 

o When asked, “Do you think oversized industrial shipments (‘megaloads’) are an appropriate use of 

the Highway 12 corridor?” an overwhelming number of Nimiipuu respondents – 87% -- answered 

“No.” 

o A majority of respondents reported that oversized industrial shipments would have mostly 

negative effects on different aspects of life and health in the Clearwater Basin.  

o 25% of Nimiipuu respondents said they believed oversized industrial shipments on US Highway 12 

could have some positive effect on the regional economy, a majority (38%) still said these 

shipments would negatively affect the regional economy.  

When compared to prior studies focused more broadly on the general population of residents living on 

or near US Highway 12, the above findings differ significantly. These differences demonstrate the 

importance of sampling a large enough number of Nimiipuu members so that the range of their 

perspectives can be examined in survey results and compared to non-tribal residents. This survey’s 

focus also highlights how important different dimensions of tribal residents’ experiences in the 

Clearwater Basin are to the livelihoods and longitudinal health and stability of their families and 

communities, as distinct from simple economic development or growth. The following report discusses 

the survey and interview results of our project in greater detail. 
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Introduction 

Initiated in June 2015, this project was conceived as a response to the US Forest Service Corridor Study 

(2015), which was a required component of assisting consultation between the US Forest Service and 

the Nez Perce Tribe regarding oversized industrial shipments (known locally as “megaloads”) through 

both the Nez Perce Reservation and through Nimiipuu ancestral lands that reach well beyond the 

Reservation’s boundaries toward Montana. The Nez Perce people who are being surveyed consider the 

Highway 12 corridor and bordering areas as part of the history and culture of the Nimiipuu due to 

significant sites and areas that are culturally and spiritually important to the Tribe and its members. As 

tribal occupation and use of these areas well pre-dates modern settlement by non-Indians and is 

secured by the Treaty of 1855 and related agreements and decisions, the area examined in this survey 

is considered critical and important homeland for current and future generations of Tribe members. 

 

Perceptions of Environmental Health of the Clearwater Basin 

We asked Nimiipuu respondents to rank on a four-point scale how healthy they thought the 

environment along the five major rivers of the Clearwater Basin are. The following Graph (Figure 1) 

illustrates the percent of respondents who answered each category. 

 

Note: These percentages do not total 100%, as respondents were also able to answer “Unsure” for each of these questions. 

The majority of Nimiipuu survey respondents answered “Very Healthy” or “Somewhat Healthy” for all 

of the rivers, though this excludes anywhere from 17% to 26% of those respondents who said they 

were “Unsure” about the health of the different rivers. Nearly one-third indicated concern about the 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Lochsa River

Selway River

Clearwater River - South Fork

Clearwater River - North Fork

Clearwater River - Middle Fork

F I G U R E  1 .  H O W  H E A LT H Y  I S  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T  A LO N G  T H E  
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Middle Fork and the North Fork of the Clearwater, answering that they were “Not Very Healthy” or 

“Not At All Healthy.” A quarter of respondents showed similar concern for the health of the South Fork.  

In another series of questions, survey respondents were asked to consider the overall health of the 

environment around these rivers, delineating different aspects of environmental health: water quality, 

fish populations, game populations, traditional plants, soil health, wildland preservation, air quality, 

and preservation of areas of cultural significance. Figure 2, below, shows the distribution of 

respondents’ answers to each of these elements. 

  

Note: These percentages do not total 100%, as respondents were also able to answer “Unsure” for each of these questions. 

Over 50% of Nimiipuu survey respondents indicated 

that water quality, fish populations, game 

populations, and air quality were either “Very 

Healthy” or “Somewhat Healthy.” The greatest level 

of concern (answering “Not At All Healthy” or “Not 

Very Healthy”) was shown with regard to the health 

of traditional plants (44%) and the preservation of 

areas of cultural significance (38.5). Over one-third of 

Nimiipuu respondents also expressed concern for the 

health of air quality, wildland preservation, and soil 

health.  
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“As a tribal member it has become 

increasingly difficult to find and gather roots 

and plants that we have used for 1000s of 

years.” 

“The commercial harvest of our berries and 

roots is causing problems with gathering. 

There are a lot of plants (wild onion and 

carrot) that are getting harder to find, as 

well. I can still find qaws qaws, but camas 

fields are being lost every year.” 

“Same issue as for game; invasive weed 

transport on highway [12]” 
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Besides commercial harvests, respondents noted several other activities and 
environmental hazards threatening plant populations. These include, 

o The introduction of invasive plant species and/or European “old world” 

plants 

o The impacts of industrial activities, such as timber harvests, livestock 

grazing, and chemical spraying on agricultural lands 

o Road expansion and use, including increasing legal and illegal use of 

ATVs  

o Climate change outcomes, such as frequent drought conditions, hotter 

summers, and vulnerability to wildfires 

Nearly 40% of Nimiipuu respondents also indicated concerns regarding the 

preservation of culturally significant sites for the Nez Perce Tribe.  Respondents 

reported the following activities as having a negative effect on these sites: 

o Vandalism 

o Construction projects taking place without prior researching of cultural 

significance of sites 

o Increasing road densities and increased traffic in the region 

o Development and expansion of campsites in the region 

 

Respondents’ Relationship to the Nez Perce Ancestral Territory 

Another section of the survey asked Nimiipuu respondents about the kinds of activities and 

experiences in the region surrounding the Clearwater, Lochsa, and Selway Rivers important to them. 

Figure 3, below, ranks each activity by the percent of respondents who answered “Very Important.” 

 

At least two-thirds of respondents said that ancestral history and family traditions, fishing, hunting, 
and enjoying nature are very important activities for them and their family in this region. Most 
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important among these activities are the ancestral history and family traditions associated throughout 
the region.  
 
Following this series of questions regarding the above activities, 

respondents were also asked the question, “Do you depend on 

harvesting food or other resources in the Clearwater Basin?” Nearly 

two-thirds (64%) answered, “Yes.” Respondents were also asked “Who 

do you usually harvest for?” Most respondents (87%) said they harvest 

for themselves, while 15% reported also harvesting for their families and 

5% also harvesting for their communities.  

Respondents reported harvesting a variety of food and resources within 

the area, including deer (whitetail, blacktail, mule), elk, moose, bighorn 

sheep, salmon, trout, steelhead, sturgeon, turkeys, grouse, pheasant, 

quail, huckleberries, elder berries, thimble berries, wild strawberry, 

apples, plums, cherries, nuts, qaws, qem’es (camas), mountain tea, 

wew’iim, herbs, medicinal plants (qaws qaws, cedar, balsam fir, mullan), 

pasq, mushrooms, knic knic, alder, hopopz, hippow, níicka níicka, wild 

onions, bear grass, and mosses. 

 

Nez Perce Respondents’ Perspectives on Industrial Uses of the 

Highway 12 Corridor 

This project began following a series of blockades of US Highway 12 

protesting megaload shipments through the Nez Perce Reservation and adjacent treaty-protected 

lands in 2013 (refer to Johnson 2013 and Russell and Hill 2013).  On 

August 7, 2013 Nez Perce Tribe and Idaho Rivers United filed a lawsuit 

against the US Forest Service seeking an injunction to stop any 

additional oversized, industrial shipments scheduled to travel on US 

Highway 12. Concerned that few or no Nimiipuu members were aware 

of how the USFS ethnographic corridor study was being conducted and 

how (and how many) Nimiipuu were selected to contribute to it, various 

affected parties expressed interest in conducting a separate, 

independent study focusing solely on Nimiipuu experiences and 

perspectives. Part of the endeavor was to understand the extent to 

which Tribe members, themselves, supported the expansion of 

commercial transportation on Highway 12 traveling through their 

reservation and ancestral territories. As explained earlier, the sample of 187 Nimiipuu members 

included in this report is not a representative sample of the population. It over-represents older people 

and women, and a disproportionate amount of respondents are highly educated, with a 2-year college 

degree or higher. That said, this sampling pattern may also be considered a strength, as it includes 

64% 
Number or Nimiipuu 
respondents who report they 
depend on harvesting food or 
other resources in the 
Clearwater Basin. 

Photo 3: qaws   
Source: Eastern Washington University 

Photo 4: bear grass   
Source: USDA 
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many Nimiipuu respondents who oversee the Tribe’s governance and maintenance and directly engage 

the current issues the Tribe faces.  

Respondents were asked two questions regarding commercial transport use of Highway 12.  One 

question asked, “Do you think commercial shipping by semi-truck is an appropriate use of the highway 

12 corridor? A second question asked, “Do you think oversized industrial shipments (“megaloads”) are 

an appropriate use of the Highway 12 corridor? Figures 4 and 5 show the distribution of responses. 

 

Over two-thirds of Nimiipuu respondents said they did not think commercial shipping by semi-truck is 

appropriate use for Highway 12, and an overwhelming majority (87%) said that oversized industrial 

shipments are not an appropriate mode of commercial shipping on the Highway 12 corridor.  

These results present a stark contrast to the IACI (Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry) study 

conducted in 2011 (refer to the Methods Section at the end of the report for an elaboration of the 

sampling design and sample size for the IACI survey). The 2011 IACI Survey reported that up to 68% of 

its respondents residing in the four Highway 12 Region counties (Clearwater, Idaho, Lewis, and Nez 

Perce) said that oversized trucks “Should be allowed” to travel on U.S. Highway 12 in North Central 

Idaho between midnight and 6 am. The IACI survey did not oversample Nimiipuu members, which 

means that their perspectives were underrepresented despite their performing a significant role in 

natural resource and fisheries management in this region. The results from our survey, which focuses 

exclusively on Nimiipuu experiences and perspectives illustrate the extent to which Nimiipuu members 

may be excluded from consideration during policy decision making. Neither the IACI survey nor the 

USFS ethnographic corridor report (March 2015) make clear how they take account of Nimiipuu 

perspectives in any systematic way.  

By contrast, in our study of Nimiipuu concerns about the effects that oversized industrial shipments 

(“megaloads”) would have on Highway 12, the following responses were given: 

8%

87%

5%
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F I G U R E  4 .  C O M M E R C I A L  
S H I P P I N G  B Y  S E M I - T R U C K ?

Yes No I don't know



Nez Perce Environmental and Cultural Values in the Clearwater Basin 
 

10 
 

 

An overwhelming majority of respondents reported they thought the effects would be “Negative” or 

“Very Negative.”  There is a broader range of perspectives regarding the effects on the regional 

economy. The largest number of respondents still indicated they thought there would be negative 

effects on the regional economy, though a quarter said they thought there could be positive effects 

and 22% reported being unsure of the effects. We are unable to compare these responses to any 

questions in the IACI survey, since that survey did not ask respondents about the kinds of effects they 

thought oversized trucks would have on different environmental or health dimensions in the region, 

nor even on the regional economy. 
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APPENDIX A: METHODS 

The project methods described here were constructed on the premise that this be research that 

Nimiipuu create, conduct, and use as they see fit. Our aim has been to produce research of, by, and for 

Nimiipuu. Two methods comprise this research project: a survey of enrolled Nimiipuu members and in-

depth interviews with enrolled Nimiipuu members. This project is considered “in-progress,” so the 

results stated in the above report are considered incomplete. Ordinarily we would wait until we have 

exhausted all opportunities for survey and interview completions. We feel, however, that the Nimiipuu 

experiences we have recorded through data collection are important relative to the Idaho 

Transportation Department’s (ITD) most recent calls to reassess the use of oversized, industrial 

shipments (locally known as “megaloads”) and specifically relative to ITD’s recent call for comment 

from Idaho residents.  

Below, each method (research aim, sampling design, and methodology) is described in greater detail. 

Readers should be aware that these methods attempt to address weaknesses inherent in two recent 

and influential studies of US Highway 12 and its use as a “high and wide” transport corridor for 

oversized, industrial megaload shipments. The two studies are the US Forest Service Report, “Values of 

the Middle Fork Clearwater and Lochsa River Corridor Potentially Affected by Certain Over-Legal Truck 

Traffic US Highway 12” (final version issued March 2015), and the Idaho Association of Commerce and 

Industry (IACI) “Project #101729 ID Statewide Survey” conducted by Public Opinion Strategies in 2011. 

A short summary of each study and its methodological weaknesses follow the descriptions of our 

project’s two methods. 

 

Survey Method 

Nimiipuu researchers worked with Leontina Hormel to construct a survey instrument that emphasized 

key aspects of Nimiipuu culture and livelihoods and how these are connected to different places in the 

Clearwater Basin (refer to Appendix C for the complete survey questionnaire). Besides basic 

demographic information, the survey was organized by four themes:  

o Environmental health of the Clearwater Basin 
o Respondent’s relationship to Nez Perce ancestral territory 
o Industrial uses of the Highway 12 corridor 
o Nez Perce Tribe efforts in environmental protection and enhancement 

 

We finalized the survey instrument in early July 2015 and received NPTEC authorization at the end of 

July 2015. After authorization, we created an online version of the survey using Qualtrics® research 

software. By September 27, 2016, we obtained 134 completed paper surveys and 54 completed online 

surveys (n=187). 

Survey sampling relied on non-probability techniques, combining both referral and convenience 

sampling. This choice is a consequence of limited resources for conducting the survey. A telephone 

survey using a sampling frame of mobile phones and landlines would follow a probability sampling 
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process, but the high cost of accessing these kinds of phone lists was untenable, as were telephone 

interview labor costs. Thus, our strategy was to recruit respondents through a variety of ways: 

surveying attendees at major Nez Perce Tribe events (e.g., General Councils and Pow Wows), through 

social networks (referral sampling), announcements through the Nez Perce Tribe electronic help desk, 

at Native American Student Centers at LCSC and UI, and in the Ta’c Tito’oqan News monthly 

newspaper.  

Below, the demographic distribution of our sample is provided. The distributions show gender, age, 

and education biases. A majority of the respondents (71%) were women. Over half of the respondents 

(59%) were 55-years-old or older. And over half (56%) of our respondents earned at least a two-year 

degree in college. Considering the places we recruited survey respondents, this is not that surprising 

since places like General Council and the electronic help desk site are recruiting from those people who 

are employed in the Nez Perce Tribe or otherwise actively engaged in decision-making processes on 

behalf of the Tribe. While non-probability sampling for surveys is not ideal, one of the strengths of this 

sample may be seen in the extent of the awareness shared among respondents regarding natural 

resource management and tribal governing policies. Below, we provide complete percent distribution 

tables for gender, age, and educational background. 

  TABLE A-1. SEX IDENTIFICATION 

Female 71% 

Male 29% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
  TABLE A-2. AGE 

18-34 years 11% 

35-44 years 10% 

45-54 years 20% 

55-65 years 31% 

>65 years 28% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
TABLE A-3. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

8th grade or less 0% 

Some high school 1% 

High school diploma/GED 21% 

Some college 22% 

Professional or technical certificate 9% 

Associate’s or 2-year degree 14% 

4-year degree 21% 

Graduate or professional degree (e.g., MS, MA, PhD, JD) 12% 

TOTAL 100% 
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In-Depth Interview Method 

Nimiipuu researchers also worked to build a list of interview questions that would go into greater 

depth about members’ experiences and cultural connections to the Clearwater Basin. We plan to 

conduct up to 36 interviews with different Nimiipuu who represent a range of experiences given their 

status as elders; as fishers, hunters, or food-gatherers; as leaders in community organizing; or as tribal 

youth. The themes from the survey were integrated with in-depth interview questions. In-depth 

interviews are valuable to this study as they contextualize the answer patterns in the survey. They also 

provide thick description of Nimiipuu experiences, revealing how and why Nimiipuu may support 

certain types of activities or policies over others, and the ways in which they interpret their own and 

other members’ roles in stewarding the Clearwater Basin ecosystem. The following broad questions 

were asked during interviews. Interviews were unstructured (conducted as conversations versus 

following a strict sequence of questioning). Some interviews lasted as little as 5 minutes, though most 

interviews took anywhere from 1-2 hours. 

TABLE A-4. IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

When thinking about your experiences as a Nimiipuu member, what are a couple of 

places you consider important in this region (in the Clearwater Watershed or beyond)?  

What is your personal connection to these places? 

Do you depend on harvesting food or other resources? What do you harvest, and is this 

just for you? For your family? For your community? 

Have you participated in environmental actions? Examples: awareness raising activities 

for protecting significant cultural sites in the region and other related activities 

What do you see as the biggest loss in the Clearwater Basin? 

What future would you like to see for the Nimiipuu? 

What are some things you hope not to see in the future for the Nimiipuu? 

If you could highlight the most important thing that will help the Nimiipuu survive into 

the distant future, what would it be? 
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APPENDIX B: OTHER STUDIES ABOUT CLEARWATER BASIN RESIDENTS’ 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND CULTURAL VALUES 

Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry (IACI). 2011. “Project #101729 ID Statewide 

Survey.” Conducted by Public Opinion Strategies. 

The IACI survey was conducted by telephone from December 7 to December 9 in 2010 by Public 

Opinion Strategies. The survey sampled from two target populations: all adults living in Idaho and all 

adults in the Highway 12 region. They obtained 400 completions for the statewide sample and 150 

completions for the Highway 12 region with a reported margin of error of ± 4.18%.  

Sampling for the IACI survey relied on telephone listings for its sampling frame, and thus had the 

opportunity to employ probability sampling techniques. According to Public Opinion Strategies, 

though, the sampling technique did not follow standard procedure for random selection. Instead, the 

process was one where numbers were called and continually added to the list until the goal for the 

sample size (400 or 150) was reached. This is not random, since telephone survey protocol requires 

that survey units call numbers back if they do not successfully reach them in the first attempt. In fact, 

this is to be repeated several times before a number is no longer part of the sampling frame and 

considered a “no response.” This is one inherent weakness in the survey’s sampling design. 

Another weakness in the sampling design is mentioned earlier in the report in that survey did not 

attempt to discern between Nez Perce and non-tribal respondents. The only demographic data 

collected were age, educational level, income, political affiliation, political ideology, presidential 

candidate preference (John McCain, Barack Obama, Bob Barr, Ralph Nader, or someone else), gender, 

community size, and proximity of residence to US Highway 12. Thus, there is no opportunity to 

understand whether tribal membership has any effect on people’s perceptions of best uses of the 

corridor. Given the important role the Nez Perce Tribe has in managing various kinds of natural 

resources in the region, this leaves a significant knowledge gap about residents in the region and 

impairs the ability for different stakeholders to base decisions on all of the region’s communities and 

their needs. For this reason, a survey of Nimiipuu experiences and perceptions in the Clearwater Basin 

fills an important gap in information. 

 

US Forest Service. 2015 (March). “Values of the Middle Fork Clearwater and Lochsa River 

Corridor Potentially Affected by Certain Over-Legal Truck Traffic US Highway 12.” Missoula, 

MT: USFS Northern Region Corridor Study. 

The US Forest Service Corridor Study employs a qualitative research design using in-depth interviews 

with 7 Nez Perce members who were recruited in the following manner (USFS 2015: A-1):  

A list of possible discussants was generated that included some tribal leaders, Nez Perce Tribe 

professional staff, people recommended by tribal leaders, people living near the corridor, and 

others not residing near the corridor, but who might feel comfortable discussing these topics 

with the Forest Service. An effort was made to include men and woman of varying ages. 
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Interviews with Nez Perce members took place over the course of four days: August 27 and 29, 2013, 

and September 18 and 23, 2013. One interview was conducted over the phone, and the remaining six 

interviews were conducted face-to-face with two USFS researchers present at each, taking handwritten 

notes during the interviews. The same two USFS researchers attended the Nez Perce General Council 

sessions in Kamiah, September 26 to 28, 2013, noting the main themes that arose during discussions of 

megaloads that mostly took place on September 26 (USFS 2015: A-1). Further cultural context was 

researched through literature review using eight sources cited in this same section of the USFS report. 

The USFS ethnographic study also interviewed non-tribal people, drawing a snowball sample (or 

referential sample) of 46 individuals, many of whom were named when interviewees were asked to 

suggest people who were viewed as “’opinion leaders’ – people who could discuss their own values 

and issues, but understood and could explain other’s viewpoints” (USFS 2015: B-1). According to the 

report, the final sample of non-tribal participants’ views could be broken into thirds; one-third were 

neutral to the issue of megaloads, one-third supported, and one-third opposed.  

In describing the strengths of qualitative research, the USFS report states that rather than 

predetermining what is valued and important for study participants – which is what happens with 

survey questionnaires – non-survey methods like ethnographies allow the range of values to be 

exposed by those being studied. According to the report, qualitative research gets more directly at 

social values, the prominent element in the USFS study’s purpose, which is, 

To learn about the varied values, issues, concerns, opinions and perceptions held by people 

associated with the transportation of mega-loads on Idaho Highway (Hwy) 12, particularly 

“outstanding and remarkable values” (USFS 2015: B-1). 

Nimiipuu researchers spent time outlining the main components to the sampling design and 

methodology for the USFS report, since doing so allows readers to understand the purpose of 

conducting a Nimiipuu-focused study that expands on findings from the Forest Service report. It is true 

that qualitative work can offer thick description of the meanings people attach to places and to their 

experiences in those places, which is why our study has also been collecting information in this way. 

The drawback to relying solely on this one methodology, though, is that one has no idea the extent to 

which these views and experiences are more broadly shared. Given the long history of Nimiipuu 

culture in the region, as well as treaty agreements tied to these ancestral lands and the Nez Perce 

Tribe’s leadership in natural resource management in the region, using a small sampling of people and 

literature to comprehend the range of views amongst tribal members makes it difficult to gauge how 

important certain experiences and environmental connections are for Nimiipuu. As is the case with the 

interviews of non-tribal people, the results of the study give the impression that each perspective on 

megaloads is equally represented and that these perspectives are equally valid. While this allows us to 

understand the range of views, it does not help us reach policy decisions that can be substantiated by 

the changes previous commercial activities have had in the Clearwater Basin and how those observed 

changes lead Nimiipuu to certain conclusions that may widely shared. The combination of survey and 

interview research with Nimiipuu gets us closer to being able to do this. 
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APPENDIX C: SURVEY INSTRUMENT 

 
Nez Perce Environmental and Cultural Values Survey 

 
This survey collects information from Nez Perce Tribe members about the different ways they interact with 
nature within the Clearwater Watershed, as well as members’ perceptions of whether commercial 
transportation would have any effects. Your participation in this survey is voluntary. You may refuse to 
participate without any penalties. If there are any questions you do not want to answer when you are 
completing the survey, please feel free not to answer them.  
 
Directions: Please mark and/or write down the answer that best applies for you. Only Nez Perce Tribe members, 
18 years or older, are invited to complete this survey. 
 
NOTE: If you have already completed this survey recently, please do not complete it again. Thank you! 
 
 
 
Basic information about you  
1. I am (mark all that apply), 

___ enrolled in the Nez Perce Tribe   ___ enrolled in another tribe, list here ___________________________ 

2. I am              _____Male          _____Female 
 

3. Year you were born:      ______________ 
 

4. Your educational background: 

8th grade or less Professional or technical certificate 

Some high school Associate’s or 2-year degree 

High school diploma/GED 4-year degree 

Some college Graduate or professional degree (e.g., MS, MA, PhD, JD) 

 
5. In what town and state do you reside?           ___________________________________________________ 
 
6. Your employment status: 

Employed (full-time) Full-time homemaker 

Employed (part-time) Looking for work 

Holding a job, but on temporary layoff from work 
or waiting to report 

Retired 

Full-time student Disabled 

Serving on active duty in the Armed Services Other (specify): 

 
7. If employed, what is your occupation? 

Job title: 
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8. In what industrial sector are you employed? 

Agriculture, forestry, 
fishing, mining 

Education (all levels) Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation, or food services 

Construction Finance, real estate, insurance Other services (auto repair, religious 
institutions, nonprofits) 

Manufacturing Professional, scientific, 
management, administrative 
(lawyers, architects, etc.) 

Public administration (fire 
department, police, courts, 
city/state/federal employees) 

Retail  Health care and social assistance Information (for instance, library or 
radio) 

 
Environmental health of the Clearwater Basin 
9. How healthy do you think the environment along the Middle Fork of the Clearwater River is currently?   

Very healthy Somewhat healthy Not very healthy Not at all healthy Unsure 

 
10. How healthy do you think the environment along the North Fork of the Clearwater River is currently?   

Very healthy Somewhat healthy Not very healthy Not at all healthy Unsure 

 
11. How healthy do you think the environment along the South Fork of the Clearwater River is currently?   

Very healthy Somewhat healthy Not very healthy Not at all healthy Unsure 

 
12. How healthy do you think the environment along the Selway River is currently?   

Very healthy Somewhat healthy Not very healthy Not at all healthy Unsure 

 
13. How healthy do you think the environment along the Lochsa River is currently?   

Very healthy Somewhat healthy Not very healthy Not at all healthy Unsure 

 
14. Consider the overall health of the environment around these rivers, how healthy are different aspects of it?  

Water quality: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

Fish populations: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

Game populations: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

Traditional plants: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

Soil health: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
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Wildland preservation: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

Air quality: Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

Preservation of areas of cultural 
significance: 

Very 
healthy 

Somewhat 
healthy 

Not very 
healthy 

Not at all 
healthy 

Unsure 

How so? 
 

 
Your relationship to the Nez Perce ancestral territory 
15. What kind of activities or experiences make the region surrounding the Clearwater (North Fork, Middle Fork, 

and South Fork), Lochsa, and Selway Rivers important to you? Please mark all that apply and indicate how 
important each activity is to you and your family. 

Experience/Activity Specific locations, 
activity details 

Not 
Important 

A Little 
Important 

 
Important 

Very 
Important 

Fishing 
 
 

     

Gathering 
 
 

     

Hunting 
 
 

     

Social Gatherings 
 
 

     

Ceremonial 
Gatherings 
 

     

Swimming 
 
 

     

Hiking 
 
 

     

Enjoying Nature 
 
 

     

Ancestral history & 
family traditions 
 

     

Other experiences?      



Nez Perce Environmental and Cultural Values in the Clearwater Basin 
 

19 
 

 
16. Do you depend on harvesting food or other resources in the Clearwater Basin?   ___ Yes     ___ No 

 
17. What do you harvest?  Please specify.  
 
 
 
18. Who do you usually harvest for? Mark all that apply.   

For you  
 

For your community 

For your family Other, specify: 
 

 
Industrial uses of the Highway 12 corridor 
19. Do you think commercial shipping by semi-truck is an appropriate use of the Highway 12 corridor? 

 
___ Yes      ____ No    ____ I don’t know 
 

20. Do you think oversized industrial shipments (“megaloads”) are an appropriate use of the Highway 12 
corridor? 
___ Yes      ____ No    ____ I don’t know 
 

21. How long have you been aware of the controversy about megaloads on Highway 12? 
 
____ only heard about them now      ___ less than a year    ___ 1-2 years    ___ more than 2 years 

 
22. What kinds of effects would oversized industrial shipments on the Highway 12 corridor have on the 

following? 
 

Kinds of Effects Very 
Positive 

 
Positive 

No 
Effect 

 
Negative 

Very 
Negative 

I don’t 
know 

Air quality       

Culturally significant sites       

Fisheries       

Forest ecology       

Human health       

Noise        

Regional economy       

Traffic Safety       

Water       

Wildlife        

Other (please specify)       
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Nez Perce Tribe Efforts in Environmental Protection and Enhancement 
 
23. In general, how effective do you feel Nez Perce tribal leadership has been in environmental protection and 

enhancement?  

Tribal leadership 
has been very 
effective. 

Tribal 
leadership has 
been effective. 

Tribal leadership has 
been neither effective 
nor ineffective. 

Tribal leadership 
has been hardly 
effective. 

Tribal leadership 
has not been 
effective. 

 
 

24. Below, a list of different areas of environmental protection and enhancement is provided. For each of these 
areas, please indicate whether Nez Perce tribal leadership’s role in each should be decreased a lot, 
decreased a little, stay the same, increased a little, or increased a lot. 

 Decreased 
A Lot 

Decreased 
A Little 

Stay the 
Same 

Increased 
A Little 

Increased 
A Lot 

Addressing risk of toxic spills on the 
Clearwater River and its tributaries. 

     

Addressing timber extraction in the area.      

Taking the lead on dam breaching.      

Protecting reintroduced wolf populations.      

Pursuing environmentally friendly 
economic development and policies. 

     

Other, please describe: 
 

     

Other, please describe: 
 

     

 
25. Have you participated in any forms of environmental activism on any of these issues?  ___ Yes      ___ No 
 
26. If you answered, “yes” to question 25, what kinds of activism have you participated in? 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
Thank you for participating in this survey. 
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